
Social media use possible within the 

scope of the general license terms

Social media use possible  

under special circumstances

 

Social media image licenses

Fotolia / Adobe Stock

Images purchased on Adobe 

Stock may generally be used 

on social media within the 

scope of the license terms. 

The only exceptions to this are 

images marked “For editorial 

use only.”

Unsplash

The images are suitable 

for commercial and non-

commercial use – use on 

social networks is not explicitly 

mentioned, but it can be 

assumed that this is permitted 

under the general terms of 

use. However, the license 

prohibits the provision and 

sale of the images for a similar 

service.

Getty Images

Both Getty Images license 

models, Standard Editorial and 

Standard Creative, generally 

permit the use of content on 

social media.

Pexels

Pexels cites sharing photos on 

social media as an example 

of use. Accordingly, the use 

of content on social networks 

should be possible taking into 

account the license terms.

123RF

123RF also permits the 

use of photos, vector files, 

videos, and audio files on 

social media, subject to 

the standard terms of use.

Shutterstock

Shutterstock expressly permits 

the use of content on social 

media sites such as Facebook, 

Instagram, Twitter, and 

Pinterest on its website. Use on 

blogs and in newsletters is also 

permitted.

Pixabay

The Pixabay license neither 

prohibits nor expressly permits 

social media use. However, in 

its FAQ, the platform agrees to 

use on social media platforms.

iStock

iStock by Getty Images 

permits the use of licensed 

content on social media, 

subject to the so-called 

“restrictions on use” that 

apply to use in all media. 

Flickr

Since Flickr‘s licensing 

models are based on Creative 

Commons, only images with 

the appropriate CC license 

may be used on social media.

Paid image databases

Free image databases
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Canva

Use of the free images is 

permitted in accordance 

with the general terms and 

conditions of use. Some 

images originate from Pexels 

or Pixabay; in these cases, 

the respective terms and 

conditions of use of the 

platforms must be observed.

https://www.dreikon.de/en/?utm_source=infografik&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=return-after-download

